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to Our Lady of the Garlic Press. Frugality and ingenuity
harmonize in IREA drawers fitted inio frames made of
consiruction lumber and cold-rolled steel from the local
Handy Metal Mar, and gabvanized boxes from The
Container Store spot-welded together to fit silverware
and atensils,

Because the loft is a rental, everything they've baill
hias to ke removable; and becanse David and [m are
smart, all the best stoff is recyelable. Accordingly, their
chaices of construction materials are as carefully meas
ured as their caleulations of spatula and pasta lengths
=If it was a material we could reuse, we opied bor some
thing more durable and more expensive; if it would
only work for this space, then we defaulted to the
cheapest material we could find,” says David The kitchen
shelves—which will stay—are unstained, unfinished
MDF ?ivu'nl:-:l, while the countertops a nd di .'!ir:; tahle
which will mawe on to their next abode—are heavy
gauge stainless steel,

And then there's the “Wall of Starage™ A fivecolumned
gteel structure that occupies the enthre west sall of the

Lodt and contains everything elss the couple owne—phled
20-feet high. David explaing the painstaking planning
that went into maki ng the freesty ||.:.'i|'|:.: behemoth
rentalfrisndly: W %l. rewed plywood to the ceiling, and
then balted the steel strscture to the phywood, which
gepves a2 3 membrane. So this massive thing just sits on
the ground.” For those thinking of trying this at hams,
consider that David has a chummy relationship with his
landloxd. "He's an architect, 50 we speak the sarme
language,” David says “In our minds, this qualifies
as feenitwre.”

The Wall of Storage is nol just a wall of storage—
it's a maachine for daily living, an office, a TV room, and
a walk-in ¢loset that's as aesthetically pleasing as an

American Apparel window di_‘.?‘.z:..Thﬁu[:"l their T-shirts

.]T-p.arr.]ng{d h1_,' color, Rain Mom-stvle (I I vour had o stare
at vour closet e i.-r:.'d.:'_.'. vau'd da i1, 100,” $avs Im), the

a3 foat cotton curtain that can be ;'lu'.:q.'.‘l ko hide it all
from wiews "Guests can be out here,” says Im, indicating
thee living area, "and I can still be getting dressed hack

there—it connects straight to the bathroom. And ifwew
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have an overnight gaest. we basically have our own
bedroom.” Sometimes, a1 the veny top of the Wall of
Storage, hibernating in & shoehax, is Adas, the couple's
California desert tortalse—ihe ultimate neatnik's pei
This genile and noble creature spends half its Sa-year
life span asleep, and its (infrequent) waste products are
easily swept away.

If the Schafers possess any latent messiness or packrat
tendencies, they're forever entombed in the Wall of
51#.1:'.13[', imsade ¢lear F-I.m:i.r bans and h:F' green rubber
tobes pluced up top for the heavy, infreguently used stuff.
Balgmically sensitive visitors invardably question the
wall's stability. David asserts that since the bins rest on
paralle] bars of steel, any tizable temblor would just cause
thiem ko tip conveniently into the gap. wedging them
I:ig'.'ll And as 'Inr'.g as the ﬂnginﬂ-'r 15 alsa the gl'.i nea pig,
who's to argue?

But this it where the Schalers” evangelism abowt theer
project shows, revealing their apartment-as-experinen
tis be a little bess grad-school-application fodder, and
a little more Unabember Huat (but in 2 good way), The

couple believes fervently in what they're doing—call it
an exercise in Extreme Shehang, pragmatic Minimalism,
af st plain neat-freakines—as evidenced by the rigar
af their calculations and the mental and 'pl'.:.':a.i-:_al ENETEY
they've expended. And iv's abvions that they wruly enjoy
lwvimg this way, scrambling like spider monkeys o reach
all their amfully arranged stull, from books and clothes
to the gaggle of frayed Eames shell chairs hanging alove
the entry, like moose heads in @ hunting lodge. [n this
sense, the two budding architects are part of a long line
of artists who .1-:|_'|.1':1 their s |:rrn|.1ndi11_gs o jibe with their
quitky mental furniture, and an equally storied tradition
of ploneers—Iram Marbe Curie 1o Frank Gehry—wha've
experimented on themeelves, 15 the chsapest, least
annoying. yet most demanding client they'll sver have.
Diavid and Im readily admit that their style of living
ism’ for evervone, “The space wasnt intended or d-.:-;".g.".:d
b wack bor in:,'l'.-m!!.' Bae 1" says Im. “It" a little case
study for ourselves, 10 see what we can get away with,”
zilds David. He pauses. “Honestly,” he says with a goin,
“I think we could live in less space.” m

The Schulers concider thair kit
@ work in progress. Says Im;
"We thought abosd bullding

& lizemry ladoer R this Wall ol
Sborage, and we'd planned 1o
niild b eatwalk o Trs our
steepiog loft, with a desk—but
ahec ikied i wars heg mueh slrug-
ural engineering ks concem
cursilvid wilh 5t Ehi polal.”
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