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The crafe-imspired firm
studivmake based iy
work on the premise
thit ewerpihing if croades
showld be a poriie
prature. Cases an posnf;

kiln-made, irs slip-casd
Porcelin cupd [above ],
st prrocluced by ot fing
regisiradion keys from
the mole-making

Davicd Schafer's inferesd in orafl goes back o

e Univer ity of Arizons (VA Tucdon, where b
earned R BLArch, in 2000, He book courses thal
sfressed maberial experimentation and picked up
Iexsic medalsmilhing skills, such 2 mig welding.

-:;m_ur_.‘.u freen chijects to architechure Orapun Schalier, who goes by m, makriculated af

Uk bvexperience an “extreme depariune” froem
crowded, sublropical Bangkok. The curriculum® fodus on driaindg, i Sy,
akio indroduced her bo archiledlune a5 & handimade discipline.

When Im met up with David in San Diedgo in 2000, Bl b, witd i b
married since 2008, gel crafly together. That year, théy realited ooedpace, af
intervention in their 428-5quare-foot aparirent in which Shisel amatunis com:
partmentalize kitchan, starage, and workshep spaces, which Dunid Tabricated,
Afteraard, while lparning ceramics at a locsl Japarse polbery studio, 1m nabed
further paralisls betwoon architecture snd craft “H seemied like it could L1art
o o quesskions aboul archibecture, and vice wern,” thi S af Pl Coramic
wessnls’ surfacet, nogalive spaces, and inberaction wilh Eght, Whesn (b coughe
began carsidering pursuing master's degrees, those commaonalities forced a

process, and the it ol revelation. Schafer says, “We thawught we could use graduate tohool 1o explore 4 Iolaly different soect ol

faith chair {helew) = making.” bowhich m acds,
el rea iy @ chirir wivem In 2007, David and Im

“We cidn't wiart bo maios modiels of buildings Dull rak B thing il

were accepted inbo Cranbrook's metalemighing and ceramics programs,

FOTREORE B St an i, Diavid's work can be classified neatly a5 archibec turak His final project theng conceias 8 unbaersal clamp
with which a user may assemblie ary materials inbo furniture or small-scake volumees, Im has goni ina
shighthy ditterent direction. Using slip casting as ber primary medhod, she 5 producing Gisamics such as
kl-made {bop ledth, whose appearance of deconstructed fragility belie their mass-production poleniial
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The Schafers proguce their wark under the moniker Sfugiomdske, This sammier,
the new graduates will pack thelr equipment into a shipping containgr bound
for Bangkok, where they plan be build 2 house on a family piat while lgoking for
reskiential and inberiors commissions. Both say their craf ts ecucalion will infly-
ence ouiput, "Before you can have a great cast-concrete wall, your farmmwark
has o e as beautiiul as the form Bsell,” Cavid sares of b’ Slip casting, A% for
rimsetl, he nates, "1 hope my architechure expresses Bself throwgh the joinery,
It*s Ehat magic point where materials come fogether,”

Crafts expertise wil atso dwersify studiomake’s business modil, as the
Schabers plan to manufacture or kcense designs like those universal damps,
Froduct royalties should provice the coupse with an exira, faster stream of
resveniee than a new architectune firm alene could generate, “im and | alwiays
assumed we would practice togethern,” David says, “and we saw thisas anop-
portunity bo tramsithon inbo that studio.” Devig Sokol
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